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River Birch (Betula nigra)
 

A deciduous tree from the Birch Family (Betulaceae)

 

 

3-9 40' 50' rapid full to part sun pyramidal to oval moist to wet, acidic, deep, rich
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Ohio Trees - River Birch

Like other Birches, the dormant 
catkins (male flowers) of River 
Birch hang on the bare twigs in 
winter, then begin to swell in 
late winter and early spring with 
the advent of warmer weather. 
When female flowers emerge 
from the leaf axils, pollination 
may occur between the flowers 
of this monoecious species 
(upper left, with the green 
female flower below the yellow-
brown male flowers).

The result of the tree's flower is 
a fruit (specifically called a 
strobile for members of the 
Birch Family) that contains 
many small nutlets that shed in 
late spring.

River Birch trees that occur in 
the wild usually have 
excessively flaky, dark gray to 
black outer bark with hints of an 
orange and cream inner bark.

Selections have been made by 
humans that have brilliant 
orange, cream, and near-white 
peeling bark on both the young 
and mature trunks and 
branches, making this Birch the 
easiest of all to identify, 
especially in winter.
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